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Sophomore Honors American Literature 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Instructors: 
Mrs. Shaylyn De Long - 303-982-8734 – sdelong@jeffco.k12.co.us 
Mrs. Brook Williams – 303-982-4732 – brook.williams@jeffco.k12.co.us 
*   Please contact either of us via email during the summer if you have questions. We will not be available 
through our voicemails. If you lose the packet – a new one is available online.  Please visit our website (found 
on the Bear Creek High School wesite. 
 
Dear Sophomore Honor Students: 
 
In order to prepare for the American Literature Honors English class, you will need to continue practicing your 
critical thinking and reading skills through the summer.  You will have a reading assignment to complete this 
summer for class in the fall to help you keep your thinking alive. For the assignment you will be reading a 
Young Adult Literature novel of choice (from the list provided). You are certainly welcome to purchase and/or 
download your own copies of the Young Adult novel you will be reading or you can check out copies from a 
library.  You will be required to do some annotating, and while annotation is an extremely valuable tool that we 
will use extensively next year, you do not have to buy the summer reading books to annotate them. You can use 
Post-it notes, separate sheets of notebook paper, or the note taking app on your digital device instead. You will 
also be asked to complete a writing component (with the focus of reading comprehension). 
 
FYI – You can use a system called Prospector to locate library books from various libraries in Colorado.  To do 
this on the Internet, follow these steps: 1. Log onto your regular library’s website.  2.  Search Prospector.  3.  
Make a request for the book you need.  4. Choose a location (library branch) to pick up the book.  
NOTE: do not wait until the end of the summer to look for or acquire the book!  Get the book early to 
help you with your assignment! 
 

Please be done with your reading by the first day of school. You will need to have the book completed and 
fresh in your head for class discussions the first week of school!   

 
Assignment Specifics   

Assignments will all be due Monday, August 20th. 
 Come prepared to discuss and use all pieces of reading in a variety of writing assignments.  
 Annotate the book – good notes tend to enhance comprehension and retention of ideas.  We will be 

asking you to turn in your annotations. Follow the attached expectations for annotations.   
 Complete the given written assignments (with the focus of reading comprehension) on the summer 

novel. 
 
Purpose of Summer Assignment: 
In uniquely powerful ways, literary study prepares students for richly rewarding and meaningful lives. No other 
reading experience or learning activity duplicates this preparation. Literary study: 
 cultivates the imagination 
 helps prepare students to write and talk about anything 
 challenges readers to make connections, to weigh evidence, to question, to notice details, to make sense 

out of a rich experience 
 allows us to inhabit different perspectives – possess empathy 
 helps with understanding of the world and the people around us 
 often asks us to think in complex ways 
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 challenges us to think about our place in the world, about the significance of what we are trying to do 
 allows us to visit places and times and encounter cultures that we would otherwise never experience 
 helps us find inspiration 
 allows us to have fun. 

Adapted from: Steven Lynn - Dean, South Carolina Honors College - Louise Fry Scudder Professor - 
University of South Carolina 
 
Step One: Defining Honor 
Directions: Write your definition of honor down on a separate sheet of paper and place the definition in a sealed 
envelope.  Place the envelope somewhere where you can find it in August. As you define honor – use your own 
words…your own thoughts. Avoid asking friends or family members what they think honor is.  Avoid using a 
dictionary.  Simply state what you think the word or act means to you. Think for yourself. Reasons for defining 
Honor BEFORE you start the summer assignment: 

 To be able to see how your perspective may or may not change.  
 To be able to express yourself before any additional influences adjust your thoughts. 

 
Step Two: Reading Assignment: 
Part I: Choose book: Below is a list of novels for you to choose from for your summer reading.  Go through 
the list and get online to read about the texts. Be sure to choose a book and genre you will enjoy. We ask that 
you read at least one of these books, but reading more than one will not only enhance your conversations about 
the topic, but reading all summer will keep you in tip-top reading shape!!!  
 
Part II: Read and annotate:  Follow the steps below to properly annotate your text. 

 Mark significant passages in your book or making thoughtful observations while you read.  Use a 
separate sheet of paper or sticky note for all parts listed below. 

o Choose 6- 8 passages/elements/observations for your entire text. For each 
passage/element/observation you need to: 
 Mark the page…passage…text.   
 Discuss why you marked this passage (2-3 sentences). Discuss the significance. 
 Discuss if the passage is or isn’t connected to your idea/definition of honor. How is it 

connected to honor? (1-2 sentences) 
 Discuss if/how the passage is connected to the overall message/theme of the text. 
 Discuss literary devices…how they are used and what the impact might be.  You only 

need one…not all. 
Literary Devices to focus on: As you read, please keep the following literary devices in mind. NOTE:  You will 
be tested on these terms when you return from summer!  

Figurative language: Language that goes beyond the normal meaning of the words used.  
Literal language: The actual dictionary definition of the word.  

 Explicit theme: the obvious theme – very easy to see.  
 Implicit theme: the inferred theme – must read into the story to see the deeper meaning. 

 Tone: The writer’s attitude toward her or his subject; serious, sarcastic, solemn – but is seen through word 
choice.  

 
Choose from any of the following titles: 
Texts :  

1. Symptoms of Being Human by Jeff Garvin 
2. An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir 
3. Between Shade of Gray  by Ruta Septys 
4. Code of Honor by Alan Gratz 
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5. Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys 
6. Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard  
7. This is How it Always Is by Laurie Frankel 
8. The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater 
9. The Power by Naomi Alderman 
10. The Gender Game by Bella Forrest 

 
Step Three: Thought Paper - Writing Assignment (with the focus of reading comprehension): 
Directions:  You will need to complete a writing assignment to demonstrate your understanding of the novel.  
Follow the steps below to complete the writing assignment. 
 
Written Preparation: 

1. Write the title of the novel at the top of the page. 
2. Summarize your book. This is a brief synopsis of the novel (this ought to take no more than one 

paragraph). 
3. Create one question about life, society, humanity, or personality that your book answers.  Ex. What are 

the various possible experiences a human body may have after a person’s death?  
a. Then answer the question using your text as support.  This should be a minimum of a 

paragraph…no more than two paragraphs. 
4. Then write three questions about life, society, humanity, or personality that your book asks. Ex. Why is 

death so taboo for some cultures to discuss? Why does society always associate honor with a person’s 
positive actions? 

a. Then choose one question and answer the question using your book as support.  This should be a 
minimum of a paragraph…no more than two paragraphs. 

5. Then discuss how your book represents (or doesn’t represent) your thoughts on honor.  This should be a 
minimum of a paragraph…no more than two paragraphs. 

 
Page requirements - minimums: 
Handwritten: 3 + pages, single spaced 
Typed: 2 + pages, double spaced 
 


